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proved to be an object of exaggerated alarm. (126)
1817. Prinsep says, (127) " In the beginning of January, 1817, an agent of the Nuwab, named Inayet Museeh, went over to Nagpoor, and there delivered a specific proposition, in writing, to Mr. Jenkins, the Resident, soliciting on the part of Nuzzur Mahomed, that the state might be admitted to British protection, on the terms offered to Vizier Mahomed. This was followed up by a letter to the same effect, from the Nuwab himself to Mr. Wauchope, the Political Agent in Bundelkund. Sir J. Malcolm says thatCf the first step of the Campaign of 1817 (against the Pindarees (128), was an
(126)    MalcoJm says, p. 415, "Nuzzer Mahomed's first efforts were directed to the favorite object of his father's life, a treaty of Peace" (Alliance}   " with the English Government.    The policy of this measure had long- "been under discussion, and a fear of the embarrassment it might produce, had  led the Indian Government in England, to desire that no such treaty should be concluded; but the outrages   committed by  the Pindarees  forced the Governor General to a course of measures which made obedience to such restrictive orders impossible.3'    The Government in England was not fully acquainted with the state of affairs in Central India, and appear to have supposed that the Pindarries might be easily put down without any ulterior measures.   They were unaware of the fact, that the Pindarries were auxiliaries to Sindiah, the Berar Rajah, Holkar, and Ameer Khan, &c.; that these powers would, willingly, allow them to go forth and plunder our provinces (as they had done Ganjam in 1812); unsettle the country; and then, declare they had no control over these plunderers 1
(127)    Page 125.
(128)    Commenced in October, 1817.    But Lord Hastings had ample proof in 1816, that he was not alone to prepare to act